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FADE | N:
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY - 1945

LILY, md-twenties, sits across the table fromALICE, al so
m d-twenties. The kitchen is nodest but cozy. A cal endar on
the wall marks the year as 1945, the nonth as August.

The summer sun streans through the window. Alice takes a sip
of her iced tea.

AL| CE
How nuch sugar did you put in this?
Good Lord, it could rai se the dead.

Lily doesn't say anything. Her mnd is el sewhere.

ALl CE
Oh, | forgot to tell you. | ran into
Sarah Pearson yesterday and she said
that they're looking for a librarian.
| was considering applying. Wat do
you t hi nk?

Alice awaits an answer fromLily, but does not get one.

ALl CE
Lily...are you listening to anything
' m sayi ng?

Lily is pulled fromher thoughts. She | ooks at Alice for a
nonent and then at her | ap.

ALI CE
Lil?

Lily lifts her hands fromher lap revealing a letter. She
slides it across the table.

Alice picks the letter up and begins to read it. Her
curiosity is replaced with despondence.

ALl CE
When did you receive this?

LILY
Two days ago.

ALl CE
Two days?



Alice continues to read the letter.

ALI CE
He's alive?

Lily nods.

ALI| CE
| don't understand.

LILY
He's been in a hospital. | don't know
all the details. He says he was unabl e
to get a letter to ne until now

Alice continues to ook at the letter.

ALl CE
August 30th. But that neans...

LILY
He'll be hone next week.

ALl CE
(to herself)
Next week.

Lily reaches across the table and touches Alice's hand.

pul I s away from her.

ALl CE
You' ve known about this for two days?

LILY
| didn't know how to tell you

ALl CE
Two days!

Alice

Alice puts the letter down. She does not |ook at Lily but

instead gets up fromthe table.

LILY
Alice, can we just -

ALl CE
| have to go.

Al'ive |l eaves quickly. Lily hears the front door OPEN and

CLOSE



EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

Alice stands at a grave. The headstone reads: Donal d
Weat herall, PFC, 34th Infantry Division, died April 1943.

Alice places fresh flowers at the base of the gravestone. She
touches the top of the stone and begins to cry.

EXT. GARDEN - DAY

Lily works in the front yard rose garden. She uses a garden
spade to dig out the stubborn weeds.

She conmes across one that won't budge. Her frustration builds
as she works the spade into the earth around t he weed.

Her frustration peaks when GLADYS, her el derly nei ghbour,
approaches the fence dividing their properties.

GLADYS
Heavens child, are you at war?

Lily continues her vigorous digging.

GLADYS
| just canme fromthe market and got to
tal king to June. She says she m ssed
you at choir practice yesterday. |
figured you m ght have been unwell so
| told her as nmuch. You do | ook a bit
pal e, ny dear.

Lily doubles her effort digging up the weed.

GLADYS
June told ne sonething interesting.

A adys antici pates a response fromLily and when she doesn't
get one she conti nues.

GLADYS
She said that your Henry is com ng
hore.

Lily looks up at G adys for the first tine, and lifts a hand
to shield the sun from her eyes.

LILY
VWho told her that?



GLADYS
Her Pete is in the sanme infantry as
Henry. He sent a letter hone telling
her that Henry had been held captive
in some ungodly place in the Pacific.

Lily turns her attention back to the weed.

GLADYS
Sois it true?

LILY
| s what true?

GLADYS
| s Henry com ng honme?

Lily stops digging for a nonent.

LILY
Yes.

GLADYS
VWll thank the Lord. Oh that's just
wonderful. | told June it was

wonderful. But of course | had to make
sure it was true before | believed it.
| do hate when people start gossi ping
about things they know not hi ng about.
Not that June is a gossiper of course.
But nmy oh ny that is wonderful, just
wonderful . You nmust be so happy. W
shal |l have to have a wel cone hone
party. | need to go talk to Etta, |
thi nk she still has ny serving
platter. | should call her now. You
enj oy your afternoon. Ch and dear, do
be careful with that spade. At the
rate you' re going | doubt those roses
will survive the winter.

d adys | eaves.

Lily sits for a nonent with the spade in hand, staring at the
reluctant weed. She goes at the weed with reckl ess abandon,

st abbi ng the spade into the ground over and over. Finally,
she gives up and throws the spade off to the side.

| NT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Lily sits in an arnchair stitching |ace onto a shawl. On the



tabl e beside her is a photograph of her and Henry on their
weddi ng day. The RADI O pl ays.

There is a quick KNOCK on the door. The door OPENS and Alice
wal ks into the room Lily stands.

LILY
Were were you?
ALI CE
| went for a wal k. | needed sone tine

to clear ny head.

LILY
| was worried.
ALl CE
| ' m okay.
LILY
Alice | want you to know -
ALl CE
Look, 1've been thinking, and | can't

ask you to -

LILY
| don't want to be w thout you.

Lily takes a step towards Ali ce.

LILY
|"ve spent ny whole life wal king
around in the dark, and then there was
you. Like sunshine after a storm
can't breathe w thout you Alice. Do
you hear nme? | can't breathe w thout
you.

Alice takes a step towards Lily. They kiss passionately. Lily
begins to unbutton Alice's blouse. Alice unties Lily's robe.
Wt hout breaking apart, they nove over to the couch.

I NT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

Alice sits at the kitchen table, while Lily pours coffee into
two cups. She hands one to Alice and sits opposite her.

ALI| CE
You have to nake a decision, Lil



LI LY
How?

ALl CE
| don't know. Do you | ove hinf

LILY
He's ny husband.

ALl CE
| know, but do you | ove hinf

Alice waits for Lily's answer, but she doesn't give one.

ALl CE
Do you | ove nme?

LILY
How coul d you ask that?

ALl CE
Up until now | never needed to hear
it.

LILY
They told ne he was gone. They sent a
|etter and said that he had gone
m ssi ng and was presunmed dead. |
grieved for him | spent nonths
grieving. | consigned nyself to the
life of a widow at 24. You know what
that feels like. You know the hole
that | eaves. | thought 1'd feel I|ike
that forever. | would have given
anything to have him hone. But then |
met you. And these past four nonths
|"ve felt nore alive than | ever have.
And now he's alive, and | should feel
happy, | should feel relief but all
feel is afraid.

Tears streamdown Lily's face. Alice reaches across the table
and t akes her hand.

ALl CE
You don't have to decide right now.

EXT. LAKE JETTY - DAY

Lily and Alice sit next to each other on the jetty, their
feet dangling in the | ake water. They watch a fl ock of geese



fly over the | ake.

ALl CE

Do you renenber when we first met?
LILY

O course.
ALl CE

You were wearing that awful dress.
LILY

It's really not that bad.
ALl CE

It is. But you still | ooked beautiful.
LILY

You were on a date wth, oh what was

hi s name?
ALl CE

Bob.

Lily | aughs.

LILY

Yes, the butcher. Bob the butcher. How
coul d you have agreed to go on a date
wi th hinf

ALl CE
| was set up. Tom and Martha asked ne
to meet them but when | got there they
faked an energency.

LILY
Still, you stayed.
ALl CE
l"'mglad | did.
Lily smles.
LILY

| wasn't supposed to go that night. |
hadn't been out since Henry...

Lily hesitates.



LILY
| remenmber you were sitting at the
tabl e and you | ooked so bored. | kept
t hi nki ng that you | ooked nore bored
than I was. And then you excused
yoursel f and went outside. And | don't
know why but | had to follow you.

ALl CE
And ask for a cigarette. Even though
you don't snoke.

LILY

It was |like a scene fromthe pictures.
ALl CE

Except in our filmno one can see us

t oget her.

They both | ook out at the water.

ALI CE
| wonder what it would be I|ike.
LILY
What ?
ALI CE
To be able to go out in public
t oget her.
LILY

We're out in public now

ALl CE
You know what | nean. Imagine if |
coul d ki ss you whenever | wanted. Like
in the mddle of the street.

LILY
|'"d love to see the | ook on d adys'
face. Her and June would have a year's
worth of gossip alone fromthat one
ki ss.

ALI CE
It would be worth it.

LILY
You say that but you don't nmean it.



ALI| CE
O course | do.

LILY
They would turn on us. Look at what
happened with Rose. She gets pregnant
out of wedl ock and suddenly she's the
town vixen. She will always be
remenbered for that, no matter what
el se she does. And that woul d be
not hi ng conpared to what woul d happen
i f they knew about us.

ALI CE
It doesn't matter what they think.

LILY
O course it does.

ALI| CE
VWll it shouldn't.

Alice lies down, closes her eyes and lets the sun wash over
her. Lily looks at her for a nonent.

LILY
| love you Alice.

Ali ce opens her eyes. She sits up, smling, but her smle
fades when she notices that Lily is not smling.

Alice stands and offers her hand to Lily, pulling her to a
st andi ng position.

ALl CE
You ready?

Lily looks at Alice in confusion. Alice nods towards the
wat er .

LILY
But we're not wearing swnmmng suits.

ALI CE
So?

Alice holds Lily's hand. She turns to her and smles. Lily
smles too. They both junp into the | ake.



10.

EXT. GARDEN - DAY

A light snow has begun to fall as Lily opens the gate and
enters the front yard. She | ooks at her rose garden which is
dusted with white snow.

She is about to turn to go to the front door when sonething
catches her attention across the street. She | ooks up and
sees Alice wal ki ng past.

Alice looks at Lily. Neither acknow edges the other. After a
nmonment, Alice tears her gaze away and conti nues wal ki ng down
the street. Lily turns and heads to the front door.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - DAY

Lily wal ks into the house and cl oses the door behind her. She
hangs her coat on the coat rack and then wal ks into the
[iving room HENRY, md-thirties, is |ooking out the |iving
roomw ndow | eani ng on crutches. Lily goes to stand besi de
hi m

LILY
You shoul dn't be on your feet. The
doctor says you need to keep pressure
off the |eg.

HENRY
It's snow ng.

LILY
' mgoing to make some tea. Do you
want sonme?

Henry doesn't respond. Lily turns to go.

HENRY
You know what ?

Lily turns and | ooks at her husband.
HENRY
| don't think the roses will survive
the winter.
Lily follows his gaze to the roses. Both are lost in their

own t houghts as they watch the snow fall, covering the rose
gar den.

FADE OUT



